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Soft Smoke Rises in Gay Rings Above the Roof
Heidi Norton, Carson Fisk-Vittori, Stephen Eichhorn, Ryan Fenchel
Organized in collaboration with Joe Jeffers

April 1 - 23
Opening April 1, 6 - 10 pm

From April 1 - 23, Bodega is pleased to present Soft Smoke Rises in Gay Rings Above the Roof, a set of  
sculptural installations by Carson Fisk-Vittori, Stephen Eichhorn, Heidi Norton, and Ryan Fenchel 
organized in collaboration with Joe Jeffers.

The title for this exhibition comes from Gaston Bachelard's The Poetics of  Space, a phenomenological 
analysis of  architecture. This book encourages us to base our understanding of  the built environment 
on lived experience rather than abstract rationales that may or may not affect our actual experience of  
space and objects.

Using the logic of  household arrangements as sculpture, Norton, Fisk-Vittori, Eichhorn and Fenchel 
present material work that is not fixed. In the way homes and the objects in lived spaces are constantly 
changing through use, this work proposes its existence in multiple physical and temporal forms. This 
possibility for change allows each artist to adopt the still life as a compositional device that effectually 
proposes new environments for cohabitation.

In Soft Smoke Rises in Gay Rings Above the Roof, the artists furnish the gallery’s interior architecture with 
sculptural works that straddle functionality and formalism. Handmade forms and studio models stand 
alongside objects borrowed from the artists’ homes, casually articulating the physical intersection of  art 
and life.

Joe Jeffers is the founder of  Harold Arts, a residency and exhibition program for artists and musicians 
based in Morgan County, Ohio and Chicago, Illinois, now celebrating its fifth anniversary.  Jeffers is 
also an independent curator, writer, and amateur sound artist, whom enjoys the company of  other 
creative people.  Currently,  Jeffers is looking for a very small studio apartment in Brooklyn to rest his 
head, as he joins forces with the New Art Dealers Alliance.

For more information please contact Bodega.
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Carson Fisk-Vittori received her BFA from the School of  the Art Institute Chicago in 2009. She 
lives and works in Chicago where she is obsessed with floral arrangement and the spiritual mun-
dane; she has been included in group exhibitions and collaborative projects in Chicago, New York, 
and San Francisco.

Ryan Fenchel lives and works in Chicago and received his MFA from Northwestern University's 
Department of  Art Theory and Practice in 2007. Fenchel's work has been shown across the US 
and internationally in Germany, Bosnia Herzegovina, and Japan.

Stephen Eichhorn lives and works in Chicago.  He received a BFA from The School of  the Art 
Institute of  Chicago in 2006 and is currently represented by Ebersmoore in Chicago. Selected 
exhibition highlights include “Microwave Six” at José Bienvenu Gallery in New York, “Tristes 
Tropiques” at Bucket Rider Gallery in Chicago, “Paper! Awesome!” at Baer Ridgway in San 
Francisco, “Fool’s Paradise” at Betty Rymer Gallery in Chicago, “House Plants” at Cairo in Seattle 
and “The Leaf  and Page” at the Illinois State Museum.

Heidi Norton, originally from Baltimore, received her MFA from the School of  the Art Institute of  
Chicago in 2002. Her work has been exhibited widely in Chicago, at Monique Meloche Gallery, 
Dominican University, Northern Illinois University Gallery, and Andrew Rafacz Gallery. Her work 
has been shown in Baltimore, New York, Los Angeles, London and Valencia, Spain. Norton was 
recently awarded an artist residency at ACRE in Wisconsin, which she will attend in August 2011. 


